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As to the Perſon, he is ſuppos'd to be one, that is 
fally farisfi'd , that he may - lawfully Communicate 
with- the Church of Exgland ; That there are no 
Terms of Communion put upon him, but which he 
can comply withal with- a good Conſcience ; That 
there is nothing in it contrary to the Word of God, 
natural Reaſon, or = Conſequences fetcht from 
both or: either. And therefore he who thinks, that 
there are ſome things unlawful in the Communion of 
the Church of Eng/and, is not concern'd in the Que. 
ſtion ; for he ſeparates upon the Account of Unlaw- 
fulneſs, and not Edification only, as is ſuppos'd in the 
Queſtion. ; 

Secondly, By Edification is meant, an Improvement 
of his Spiritual Condition in the full latitude wherein- 
ſoever it may truly conſiſt, whether in the Articles of 
his Faith, which in the ſeparate©ongregations are 
better taught, more clearly prov'd, more fitly appli'd 
to his practice, and to _ his hopes of Heaven, or 
whether in the Rules of Life, which are there more 
exactly laid down, and more ſtrongly enforc'd upon 
his Mind, or in Prayers, which among them are better 
compos'd, and more fervently ſent up unto God , and 
in all other parts of Devotion, which there are better 
tram'd and order'd to afte& his Soul, and makea truly 
Chriſtian man. 

Theſe two things being explain'd, and premis'd, 
the Anſwer to the Queſtion will be found true, it we 
conſider theſe following Reaſons : 

1. That the Ground upon which the Queſtion ſtands 
1s falſe, viz. There is not better Edification to be had 
in the ſeperate Meetings, than in the Communion ot the 
Church of England. 

This will appear, it we conſider, 

1. How apt and fit the whole Conſtitution of the 

Church 
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(3) 
Church' of Zxgland (is. to Edifie Mens | Souls. 

2. That this Conſtitution is 'wellus'd, and 'ma- 
nag'd , by the: Paſtors of our Church: tor , Edifica- 
tion, 

The firſt will be manifeſt by induRtion, if we con- 
ſider the ſeveral parts of her Conſtitution reducible ro 
theſe following Heads : | 

t. Her Creeds or Articles of. Faith are thoſe which 
our Diſlenters themſelves allow ; which are full and 
plain, containing all Neceſſaries and Fundamentals in 
Religion, nothing defetive in; Vitals or Integrals to 
make up the Body of a true' Chriſtian Church. Chriſt 
that founded his Church, beſt knew what was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to her being, and there is nothing that 
- hehath declar'd tobe ſo, but is contain'd in her Creeds. 
Whatever is fundamental tor us to know of the Nature 
of God, is tobe found there, or by eaſte Conſequences 
deduced from them. Would we know what weought 
to believe of the Nature of Chriſt or his Offt- 
cs, the Deſigns of his coming upon Earth, the Con- 
ſtitution of his Reign and Government, the Rewards 
and Puniſhments ot his Laws, tht Times of Account 
and Retribution,the mighty Miracles and extraordinary 
Ads of Providence to confirm theſe, we may read 
them at large in Holy Writ, and find wiſely ſumm'd 
up in our Creeds. Whoſe - Articles, to help the Me- 
mories of Men, are ſhort and tew ; and to alliſt: the 
dulnefs of. their Underſtandings , are maniteſt and 
plain ; they containing no more, than what was ſome 
way or other, either ſuppos'd before, or included in, 
or following from that briet Creed, the Charatter of 


a true Chriſtian, that Jeſus 1s the Chriſt, the Son of God. 1 Jubn 4.15 


Whatever is any way reveaPFd by God as neceſlary, 
s an Article of our Faith ; nothing that is nice and 
obſcure, fit only tor diſpute and wrangling, is brought 
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into-'our Creed; all —_ _— Primitive and 
.of Divine, right, none of them. puyely. ſpeculative or 
curious, Cain and uſctul in order to/praftice, ny 
turally leading to an Holy Lite, the end of all Rel 
gion. We loveevery thing that 1s truly ancient, and 
Apoſtoligal:; /butwe cannot call that an eternal truth, 
which was but yeſterday, and: we ate ready to em- 
brace all-truch, but we cannot call that the High Prieſt 
which is but the Fringe of his Garment. We believe 
all that the early Chriſtians in the firſt 300 Years 
thought ſufficient fort them to know (and they were 
very ſecure: that this would fave them.) And if any 
truth be difguis'd or defac'd' by the: iniquity of the 
deſcending Ages, we are ready to receive it, whenever 
it is made clear, and rcſtor'd to its former ſhape and 
camplexion ; we caſting out obſtinacy and perverlſaeſs 
out. of our PraGtice, as well as. nicenefs out of our 
Creed. ' That Creed that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
taught, the Saints, Martyrs, and Confeffors, the Wie 
and Good Men in the firſt and pureſt days of Chri- 
ſtianity believ'd , and were ſecure of Heaven by it, 
and therefore added no more ; that Faith this Church 
maintains, which will ſufficiently and effectually Edie 
the Souls of Men. 

2. The Neceſlity ſhe lays upon a Good Life and 
Works. For this us the folema intention of all Reli- 
gion, our Creed, our Prayers, our Sacraments, and 
Diſcipline, and all Devorion. Her Creed is ſuch, that 
all its Articles ſo'direQly, or by natural conſequence, 
lead unto Virtue and Holineſs, that no man can firmly 
believe them, but they muſt ordinarily influence his 
Manners, and: better his Converſation ;: and if by vir- 
tue of his Creed his Life is not mended, he cither ig- 
norantly and groſly miſtakes their Confequences, or 1s 


wiltully deſperate. Our Church publickly mu 
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that without preparatory Virtues, no Ads of. Devo- 
tion, however ſet off with Zeal and Paſſian, are plea- 
fing unto God, and if obedience be wanting afterwards, 
are but ſceneand ſhow. Such a Faith ſhe lays dowa as 
_— to On m_ on not in _ brain 
zod ſtory, 1n magnifying and praiſing, in fighing and 
repeating, but in the produdtion of Merey, Chiricy, 
and Juſtice, and ſuch excellent Vertues. She makes 
no debates between Faith and Good Works, nor argues 
nicely about the preference, nor diſputes critically the 
Mode how joyntly they become the condition of Sal- 
vation, but plainly determins, that without Faith and 
Good Works, no Man ſhall ſee God, She not only 
keeps to a Form of ſound Words, but to a Converſation 
of equal Firmneſs and Solidity, Her Feſtivals are to 
commemorate the Virtues of Excellent Men, and to 
recommend them as Preſidents for imitation. Her Ce- 
remonies, which. were principally deſign'd for Decen- 
, may alſo remind us of thoſe Virtues which become 
the Wor ſhippers of God. Her Collects and Petitions 
are for Grace to ſubdue our Follies, and to fortifie our 
reſolutions for Holineſs. Her Diſcipline is to laſh the 
flurdy into Sobriety and Goodneſs: And her Homilies 
are plainly and ſmartly, to declare againſt the groſs 
Aﬀts of Impiety, and to perſwade a true Chriſtian De- 
portment in Word and Deed, and her whole Conſtitu- 
tion aims at the Deſign of the Goſpel, to teach Men to 
live Soberly, Righteouly , and Godly. She flatters 
and lulls no Man aſleep in Vice, but tells all ſecure ſin- 
ners plainly, that they do not pray nor receive aright, 
that they are not abſolv'd, that their perſons are not 
juſtified, nor can have any true hopes of Heaven , 
except they purifie themſelves, and be really juſt and 
good, She neither uſeth nor allows any nice diſtin- 
Cions in plain Duties to baille our — = 
ufters 
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fuffers a cunning head to ſerve the defigns of a wicked 
heart,” and' teach: Men learnedly to fin ; but urgerh 
plain Vittues laid down diſti oo holy Writ, and 
taught by Natural Reaſon and Conſcience (withour 
calling them mean Duties or ordinary Morality) tobe 
the great Oriiament 'of our Religion, and the Soul of 
our Faith, 'She' ſets no abſtruſe and phantaſtick Cha. 
raters, 'nor any Marks, whoſe truth muſt be fetcht 
in by long deduQtions and conſequences for Men to 

dgeby, whether they ſhall be fav'd or no, but Faith 
and good Works, which the Philoſopher and meaneſt 
Chrittian can eaſily judge of the civil intereſt of a Na. 
tion is Edifi'd by fach a Church, preſſing the neceſſity 
of pood Works, not only thereby enforcing Peace and 
Juſfice, Pity and Tenderneſs, Humility and Kindneſs, 
one towards another ; but the makes Kings fater, and 
Subjects mare ſecure, condemning both T'yranny and 
Diſobedience ; Parents more obey'd, and Subjects more 
lov'd, commanding equally Bowels and AfﬀeCtions, and 
Duty and Honour ; Maſters and Servants, Husbands 
and Wives, and all Relations are kept in their juſt 
Bounds and Priviledges. With other Churches we 
make good Works neceſſary to Salvation, but think our 
ſelves more 'modeſt and ſecure in taking away Arro- 
gance and Merit, and advancing the Grace of Chriſt: 
With other Men we cry up Faith, but not an hungry 
and a ſtarved one, but what is fruitful of good Works, 
and fo have all that others contend for, with greater 
modeſty and ſecurity. | 

3. How fitly this Church is conſtituted to excite 
true Devotion. When we make our Addreſſes unto 
God, we ought to have worthy and reverend Concep- 
tions of his Nature, a true ſenſe and plain knowledge 
of the Duty, and of the Wants and Necellities, tor 


which we pray to be ſuppli'd. All which our Church, 
to 
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to help our Devotion, plainly ſets down, deſcribing 
God bo all his Attributes of juſt, wiſe, and laying 
forth the Vices and Infirmities 'of Humane Nature, 
and that none elſe but God can cure our needs. When 
her Sons are to pray, 'the matter. of her Petitions are 
not nice and comtroverted, trivial, or wordsof a Party, 
but plain and ſubſtantial , wherein all agree. Her 
Words in Prayer are neither ruſtick norgay, the whole 
Compolure neither too-tedious nor too ſhort, decently 
order d to help our Memories, and wandring Thoughts. 
Reſponſals and ſhort Collefts in Publick Devotion 
are {o far from being her tault, that they are her beauty 
and prudence. There are few Caſes and Conditions of 
Humane Life; whether of a Civil or Spiritual nature, 
which have not their proper Prayers and particular 
Petitions for them, at. leaſt as is proper for publick 
Devotions. When we return our Thanks, we have 
—_ Offices to enflame our Paſſions, to quicken our 
Reſentment; to excite our Love, and to confirm our 
future Obedience, the beſtinſtance of gratitude. When 
we Commemorate the Palhon of Chriſt, we have a 
Service fit to move our AfﬀeCtions, to aſſiſt our Faith, 
to enlarge our Charity, to ſhew forth and exhibit 
Chriſt and all his bloody Sufferings; every oy to 
qualifie us,' to diſcharge that great Duty. She hath 
indeed nothing to kindle an Enthuſtaſtick heat , nor 
any thing that | Anke of Raptures and Extaſies, which 
commonly flow from temper or fraud, but that which 
makes us manly devour, . our judgment —_— our 
afftetions. When we'enter firit into Religion, and 
go out of the World, we have two proper Offices, 
Baptiſm, and Burial, full of Devotion to attend thoſe 
purpoſes : ſo that ifany doth not pray, and give thanks, 
communicate, and live like a Chriſtian, 'ris not be- 
cauſe the Services to promote theſe are too plain, and 
hungry, 


(8) 
hungry, beggarly and mean, but their own mind is 
not fitly qualifi'd before they uſe them ; bring but an 
honeſt mind to theſe parts of Devotion, a true ſenſe 
of God, ſober and good purpoſes, and affeRions well 
diſpos'd, that which is plain will prove Seraphical, 
__—_—_ our Judgment, heighten our Paſlions, and 
make the Church a Quire of Angels. Without which 
good diſpoſition. our Devotion 1s but: conftitution or 
melancholy peeviſhneſs, ſullenneſs, or Devotion to a 
Party, a Sacrifice that God will not accept. 

4. Her Order and Diſcipline. Such are the Capg- 
cities and Manners of Men, not to be taught only by 
naked. Virtue, a-natural ) ent, or an immediate 
Teaching of God ; but by Miniſtry and Diſcipline, 
detent Ceremonies and Conſtitutions, and other ex- 
ternal Methods : theſe. are the outward Pales and 
Guards, the Supplies and Helps for the Weaknels of 
Humane Nature. Our Church bath fitted and ordered 
theſe ſo well, as neither to want or to abound ; not to 
make Religion too gay, nor leave her ſlovingly, nei- 
ther rude nor phantattick, but is cloth'd in dreſles pro- 

to a wed Religion, not to pleaſe or gratifte our 
nſes, 125 to fix there, but to ferve the reaſon and 
zadgment of our Mind; :.[/There hre.none of our 'Cere> 
monies which good Men, and wiſe Men, have not 
judged decent and ſerviceable to the great ends of Re- 
ligion, and none of them [but derive themfelyes from 
a very ancient Farmly:, | being us'd in.moft Ages, and 
moſt of the Churches ofi God: and have decency, an- 
tiquity, and uſetuineſs, . to plead for them, to. help our 
Memories, toexcite our Aﬀections, to render our Ser- 
vices orderly and comely. Were we indeed all Soul, 
and ſuch feraphical Saints, and grown :Men, as we 
make our ſelves; we might thet plead againſt ſuch 
external helps, but when we have Natures of weaknels 
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ind paſſion, theſe outward helps may be call'd very 
convenient , if not generally neceſſary ; and as our 
Nature is mixt of Soul and Body, ſo muſt always our 
Devotion be here, and ſuch God expeRts and is pleas'd 
with. Our Church is neither defeQtive in Power and 
Diſcipline (had ſhe her juſt dues, and others would do 
well to joyn with her in her wiſhes, that they might 
be reſtor'd) which would turn all into confuſion ; 
nor yet tyrannical, want of authority breeding as 
many , if not more Miſeries than Tyranny, or too 
much Power, both of them ſevere Curſes of a Nation. 
But her Government, like her Clime, is ſo well tem- 
rd together, that the Members of this Chriſtian 
Fociery may not be diffolute or rude with her, nor 
her Rulers inſolent ; being conſtituted in the Church 
with their different Names and Titles, not for luſtre 
and greatneſs, and Secular purpoſes, but for ſuppreſſion 
of Vice, the maintaining of Faith, Peace, Order, 
and all Virtues, the true Edification of Mens Souls. 
And if thoſe Vices are not reprov'd and chaſtiz'd, 
which fall under her cognizance, 'tis not the fault of 
her Power, but becauſe'by other ways ill reſtrain'd, 
maneceſlary Diviſions from her hindring her Diſcipline 
upon Offenders, and ſo they hinder that Edification 
which they contend for. This Government is not 
Modern, Particular, or purely Humane, but Apoſto- 
lical, Primitive, and Univerſal, to time as well 
a place : till ſome private Perſons , for Number , 
Learning, or Piety, not to be equall'd-to the good 
Men of old, who defended it, and obey'd it, and ſuf- 
fr'd for it, out of ſome miſtakes of humane frailty 
and paſſion, or born down with the iniquitics of the 
times , began to change it, and declaim againſt it, 
though ſo very fit and proper to promote Chriſtanit 
in the World, This is a general account of that Edif: 
| B 2 cation 
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cation! that is to be had in that Church in which we 
live; a more particular one would be too long for this 
Diſcourſe; but thus much muſt be ſaid, that examin 
all her particular Parts, and Offices, you will find none 
of them light, or ſuperſtitious, novel, or too nume. 
rous,' ill diſpos'd, or uncohith, improper 'or burthen. 
ſome, no juſt cauſe for any to revolt from her Com. 
munion : but conſidering the preſent circumſtances of 
Chriſtianity, and Men, the beſt conſtituted Church is 
the World. If therefore Edification be going on to Per. 


feftion, or growing in Grace, if it is doing good to the 


Souls of Men, if it be to make plain the great things in 
Religiqan to the underſtandings of Men , or whatever 
the import of it is, in relation to Faith or Virtue, 
which 1s the condition of our Salvation, it is to be 
found in this Church ; whoſe Conſtitution is apt and 
fit to do all this: And St. Fade ſeems to tell us, that 
true Edification was a ſtranger to thoſe who ſeparated 
from the common building, but thoſe who kept to the 
Communion of the Church, built up themſelves in their 
moſt holy Faith , ad pray'd in the Holy Ghoſt. And 
the honeſt Chriſtian, with greater aſſurance, may ex- 
pe@ the Graceand Bleſſings of Chriſt, and the Diviae 
Spirit, whoſe Promiſes are made to them, who con- 
tinue in the Communion of the Church, and not 
to them who divide from the Body, and have greater 
hopes of Edification from their Teacher, than the 
Grace of God, from Apo/os, that waters, than from 
Chriſt, the chiet Husbandman , who gives the en- 
creaſe. 

2. This Conſtitution is us'd and manag'd in the beſt 
way, by the Paſtours of our Church ro Edific the 
Souls of Men. This will appear, it we conſider the 
two things : 
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r, That there are ſtrict Commands under great 
Penalties laid upon the Paſtours of our Church to do 
this; who are not left to their own freedom, and 
private judgment , or the force only of common 
Chriſtianity upon them thus to improve Mens Souls 
committed to their charge, but have Temporal Muldts 
and Eccleſiaſtical, Cenſures held over them , to keep 
them to their Duty. That when they do inform or 
dire&t their Flocks about their Belief, they ſhould keep 
to the Analogy of Faith, or Form of ſound Words. 
Or when they perſwade to Practice, their Rules and 
Propoſitions muſt be according to Godlineſs. That 
whenever they Exhort or Rebuke, Preach or Pray , 
whenever they Dire&t,or Anſwer the Scruples of Mens 
Minds, in the whole Exerciſe and Compaſs of their 
Miniſtry, they are to have an eye to the Creed,. to 
regard Mercy and Juſtice, the Standard of good Man- 
ners; in ſhort, to preſerve Faith and a good Con- 
ſcience with ſubſtantial Devotion, which will to the 
rw Edifie Mens Souls, and cffeCtually fave 
tem, 

2, That theſe Commands are obey'd by the Pa- 
ſtours of our Church, and they do all things in it to 
Edification. For the truth of this, we appeal togood 
Men, and wiſe Men, in the Communion of our Church, 
who have Honeſty and Judgment to confeſs this truth, 
and with gratitude acknowledge, that the Paſtours of 
the Church of Eng/azd have Fe them into the ways 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, cured their Ignorance, 
and reform'd their Lives, and upon good vr rounds given 
them an aſſurance of Heaven. To fay ſuch as theſe 
are prejudic'd, and want ſincerity and knowledge to 
pals a judgment , is only to prove, what we juſtly 
luſpet, that they want true Editication among thein- 
ſelves, and ſhould be better taught the Doctrine of 

| Charity. 


 Cor.1t1,19: 


(12) 
Charity. Our Proteſtant Neighbours, im mn Judges, 
will give their Teſtimony to this Truth, who have 
own'd and commended the Government of this Church, 
condemn'd the Separation, magnifi'd the Prudence, 
Piety, and Works of her Governours, and Pattourg, 
and wiſt'd, that they and their Charge were under ſuch 
a Diſcipline, and tranſlated many of their Pious and 


The Unreaſon- Learned Works to Edifie and Save their People. Our 
ablenc(s of Se- diſſenting Brethren themſelves = leaſt in the good 
peenon-117 Mood, and out of the heat of Di 


pute) give their con- 
ſent to this, that the Inſtruftions and Diſcourſes of our 
Paſtours from their Pulpits are Solid, Learned, Afﬀe. 
Ctionate, and Pious, and their _ Crime was, that 
ſometimes they were too welb ſtudied, and too good, 
If in the great number of the Engli/b Clergy , ſome 
few may be lazy, one particular perſon may clothe hig 
Dottrine in too gay a dreſs, another talks Scholaſti. 
cally above the capacity of his hearers, a third too 
dully, a fourth too nicely, and opinionatively, and 
here and there a Paſtour anſwers not the true deſign 
of Preaching to inform Mens Minds, to guide their 
Conſciences, and move their Aﬀections ; what is this 
to the general Charge, that no Edification ſo good 
isto be had as in the ſeparate Meetings, the pretended 
Cauſe of their Separation ; for 'tis no more a true 
Cauſe, than want of Accommodation or Room in 
Churches, tor ſome to ſeparate, where good Edifi- 
cation and Conveniency too may be eaſily had, 
And fince they compel our Paſtours to ſpeak well of 
themſelves by their detraCtion and ſpeaking ill of them, 
they mult gladly ſuffer zhem as fools, boldly to fay, 
That ſince the Retgrination, and many headed years 
betore, there hath not been a Clergy, ſo learned and 
pious, ſo prudent and painful, and cvery way indultri- 
ous, to Edific and fave the Souls of Men, as now is in 
the Engliſh Church, The 
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The Second Argument to confirm the Anſwer is, 
That thoſe that uſually make this pretence for Se- 

ration, do commonly miſtake better Edification, 

e have prov'd already, that good and ſufficient Edi- 
keation, to ſave the Souls of *Men, is to be had in 
the Eng/iſh Church. For it teaching plainly the Ar- 
tickes of Faith, and laying down clearly Rules of 
Manners, uſing well compoſed Prayers, and proper 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments, be not good, and ſuffi- 
cient Edification, I know not what Edification means ; 
it may be heating of fancy, _— up of humours, 
this, or that, and Men may as well define the thing 
they call Wir, as what Edification means. And there» 
foreto deſert the plain and great Duty of our Church 
Communion, for diſputable, doubtful, or truly miſta- 
ken Edification, is to be guilty of the fin of Schiſm, 
Iamoſt caſes to judge what is better or beſt, is very 
hard, and requires a fincere and conſidering head ; 
and ſo it is in the buſineſs of better Edification, which 
s ſo eaſily miſtaken, eſpecially by the generality of 
the People, who are- uſually ignorant of ſuch nice 
things, and prejudic'd by their Parties, and Aﬀections, 
and are mutable and variouw, according to their fancies. 
For better Edification , purer Adminiſtrations , and 
Churches, and things that are more excellent, abſolute 
Perfettion, and a leſs —_— Way of Worſhip, are 
hard to underſtand, perplex mens minds, and fill them 
with innumerable doubts and ſcruples, and put them # 
upon refining and purging f long, till they weaken 
and deſlroy he Spirir of Religion. And fo they run 


themſelves into a known fin, tor dark and diſputable 
advantages ; which indeed are only miſtakes, and prin- 
cipally are theſe three that tollow : 
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1. In taking nice and ſpeculative Notions for great 
and Editying Truths. When Doctrins havelcen rais'd, 
only to pleaſe the temper of the curigus and inquiſitive, 
yet have made many think, their hearts were warm'd, 
when their heads and fancies were gratifi'd. And dark 
and obſcure Diſcourſes about Angels, the ſtate of ſepa. 
rated Souls, and things of the Fe nature, have made 


ſome call the Preacher high and myſterious, wh! 
52's 


others , teaching the way of Salvation ply. by 
Faith and a good Converſagion, have been leſlen'd, 
with the. character of dull, honeſt, and moral Men, 
fit only for Catechiits, and Chriſtians of the loweſt 
Form, . Tickle but their imaginations with conjettural 
Diſcourſes about the ſituation of Paradiſe of old, or 
Hell now, and you are a ſounder Divine, than he, that 
only draws wholſom Concluſions from Adam's preva- 
rication, to caution you againſt ſin of the like nature, 
or how to avoid thoſe diſmal flames where ever they 
are, And others have been filly and phantaſtick in 
admiring thoſe who have. pratled about the length of 
the Sword that guarded Paradiſe, or how the Soil 
above paſs Eternity away, and ſcorn'd him, who in 
plain methods clalkt them out the way that will lead 
them to Heaven, The ancient Gnoſticks, becauſethey 
made a mixture of the Jewiſh Fables, and Genealo- 
gies, of their Lilith and Behemoth, and fetcht in the 
itories of the Gods, out of Orpheus and Philiſtion, (two 

reat Divines in the Pagay Religion) into plain Chris 

ianity, thought themſelves the moſt knowing Men, 
of the Secrets of God and Heaven, and wondred how 
only Faith upon Jeſus, and keeping of the Commands, 
could be knowing of God, or Wiſdom trom above. 
The wranglings of the Schools, with their fine di- 
ſtinctions and barbarous terms, fitter for Magick than 
Chriſtianity, by their Diſciples have been priz'd tor 
great 
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great and precious Truths. And Enthufiaſtick Raptures, 
and flights , making once the Brain to ſwim, have 
ſaatcht the hearers beyond themſelves,and then thought 
them the Dicates of the Spirit, and the Teachings of 
God, and the more dark and obſcure the DoQtrine hath 
been, the greater illumination it was eſteem'd, and 
call'd a noon-day Thought, which was a mid-night 
Dream. Such « ew as theſe paſs with too many for 
ſaving Truths, a great part oft Mankind being 1gno- 
rant in their Heads, and corrupt in their Practice, 
eſpous'd to Parties and Intereſts, having Conſtitutions 
and Paſſions fit for theſe, they readily ſwallow them 
down. The Apoſtle confirms the truth of this, telling » Tim. 4.1. 
w the time will come, when they will not endure ſound 
Deftrine, but after their own luſts, ſhall they heap to 
themſelves Teachers , having itching ears, caus'd by 
ſome diſeaſe of Vice within, which is not to be cured 
by good Phyſick, but only ſcratchftl and gratifi'd ; and 
and if the Food , though wholſom and good , be 
\not to their Pallate and Fancy, they complain of hun- 
rand ſtarving. Theſe and many more are the In- 
= of a weak and ſickly nature, craving only nice 
gd curious things for Spiritual Meat, ns kecking at 
the ſincere Milk-of the Word, plain and ſubſtantial 
Truths that it may grow thereby. To give therefore 
a liberty to every Man to run from an eſtabliſh'd 
Church, upon the account of better Edification, which 
sſo often and eaſily miſtaken, is to dire&t Men into 
temptation and a ſnare, and is dangerous and ſinful ; 
and when once the gap is open, where will, eſpecially 
the Vulgar ſtop ? May we not add, that this pretence 
of better Edification is very fit to diſguife and colour 
other Vices, When Controverſies have unhappily 
riſen, from an unjuſt denial of the Miniſters Rights and 
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Dues, or the accidents of civil converſation, they make 
the Miniſtry, that was ſpiritual and = before, to 
be call'd 4ull, and mean, and better muſt be ſought elſe. 
where, while only Revenge or Covetouſnels is at the 
bottom. Wandring Reports,or their own laviſh Tongue, 
and ccenſorious Temper, have call'd ſome Paſtours, 
Covetous,or Intemperate, or branded them with other 
Vices, and then cry out, they cannot Edific in ſuch a 
Church, and ſo make one fa _ out another, and 
Defamation muſt excuſe their Schiſm. 

2. In taking the Opinions of Parties for undoubted 
Truths eſfential to ſalvation. When men have once 
wedded a Party, and the Opinions peculiar to it, they 
magnific and propagate them, grow furious for ther 
detence, and call them the beſt part of Religion : and 
if theſe be not abetted and cfy'd up by the Paſtours of 
our Church, or they diffey from them in explications 
and diſtinftions of them, the way of ſalvation is not 
taught, they do not improve their Spiritual condition, 
= therefore is a juſt cauſe of their ſeparation. Be- 
cauſe the Notion or Explication of Faith, and Spirit, 
Church, and Grace, Juſtification, Regeneration, Con- 
verſion, Adoption, and other things of the like na- 
ture, are generally different in our Church from thoſe 
of the ſeparation, they therefore cry we deſtroy the 
faving Truths of the Goſpel , and inſtead of ing 
Edifi'd, they find themſelves weakened in their Chri- 
ſtian Faith, Though 'tis _ to all impartial judg- 
ments, that their ſenſe and interpretation of them, b 
natural conſequences leſſen the Grace of the Goſpel, 
and give ſecurity to lazy ſinners, a ſtrange ſort of 
Edification, For thouglr our Charity is not ſo narrow, 
as to think every man a vicious perſon, who is thus 


miſtaken in his concluſions, yet however, this alters 
not 
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.iot the nature of theſe Opinions, and their conſe- 
uences, and who knows how far men of ill Principles 
to improve them ? Such is the perverſe and angry 
temper of many about thejr own Opinions, no way 
neceſſary to ſalvation, wherein wiſe men and good 
men may differ, which are not ſtated by Authority, 
and may not be determin'd tifl Z/ias come ; yet if theſe 
be not inſiſted on, and preſs'd with vehemency, the 
great things of the Goſpel are omitted, and truths arc 
m_ to their perfection. And if once the People 
are polleſs'd with Opinions and Notions, they grow 
fierce about them, and call them ſalvation cruths, and 
run head-long into a Sca of diforder ; and tumult, for 
their defence. The Diſciples of the fifth Monarchy, 
the Pretenders to the Spirit, the Enemics of Childrens 
Baptiſin, think themſelves wrong'd, and the Goſpel hid- 
den,it caſually they hear you making Interpretations ol 
the Kingdom of Jefus, the Operations of the Spirit, and 
that divine Inſtitution, different from their lewd ſenſe. 
And many Queſtions, when determin'd, after a great 
deal of labour, and paſſion, and expence of time, may 
improye our Knawledge, but not Faith and a good 
Lite, the only Edification, The carly and beſt Chri- 
ſtians thought themſelves mighty Saints, and ſecure of 
Heaven, if they only knew Jeſus and the Refurreition 
in their full extent, and the World being ſuch ill Judges 
about any other Edification, it would be well if they 
teturn'd to this good old way, ant rell fatisfr'd there, 
leſt they take the Inventions of Men, Rhetorick, or 
ſubtlety, ſecular intereſt, or conjetures, for the Pillars 
of the Temple, to ſupport their Faith ; and fo upon 
the ſcorc of Edification, break the Peace and Unity of 
che Chuch,anl Obedience to our Governours,the great 


things of Religion. 
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2. Intaking ſudden heats and warmth for true Edi- 
fication, when melting tones, affectionate expreſſions, 
ſolemn looks and behaviour, paſſion and vehemency, 
and other Arts have play'd upon the fancy, and put 
their conſtitutions into diflerent motions, ſome have 
thought themſelves ſo ſtrangely Edifi'd, as though 
it was the impulſe and powerful ating of the Divine 
Spirit ; which many times is no more than a bright 
or a lowring day can do, ating upon the Animal Spi- 
rits, and a Doſe of Phyſick will do the ſame. And 
if they carry the men no further, improve no virtue 
in them, they are nothing elſe but down right fleſh and 
blood. And they are hot and cold , high and low, 
very changeable and uncertain, according as the hu- 
mours flow, and as: is the bodily temper of the men. 
mo this account ſome are melted into Tears, and 
others are fired into Rage and Zeal, their Spirits, like 
Tinder, eafily catching the flame ; and theſe have hap. 
pened in the worſt oft Men, ſerving only the Deſigns 
of Fury and Hypocrifie, and can no more be called 
Edification, than the Fire from the Altar, that may 
conſume rhe Temple, Zeal. Yet ſuch miſtakes as 
theſe have been toocommon; Anger and Revenge have 
been called Zeal for God ; Trade and Intereſt have 
been baptized Chriſtianity ; Fury and Fumes of the 
Stomach have been thought the Divine Spirit; ridi- 
culous Looks and unmanly Poſtures have been fanci'd 
true Atts of Devotion, and when they themſelves were 
pleas'd, and in the good humour, God was reconcil'd, 
and when they were dull and heavy, the Spirit was 
withdrawn: and according as theſe heats and bodily 
paſſions were ſtirr'd, ſo the Miniſtry was Edifying or 
unprofitable ; pale Cheeks and hollow Looks have been 
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counted ſigns of Grace, and the Diſcaſe of their body 
paſs'd for the Virtue of their mind. And when a Do- 
Qrine hath been ſo infinuated, as to hit and favour 
theſe, they were ſtrangely improv'd, and had obtain'd 
2 good degree in Religion. Many of theſe may be 

innings, or occaſions, leading unto Religion, and 
may ſerve ſome good purpoſes in men that can manage 
them well, but to cry up theſe tor Edification, and 
oing on unto perfection, 1s to betray their People into 
the power of every Cheat and Impoſtor, who hath 
the knack to raiſe theſe heats, which pak for reaſon 
and conviction of mind; and moſt commonly are 
reat hindrances to ſolid and found reaſoning, plain 
Frourſes, the true way to Edification, to make firm 
und laſting impreſſions upon the mind; while the ſilly 
and the weak, who are moſt ſubje&t to theſe heats and 
colds, the unceſtaia motions of their ſpirits, are fickle 
ind inconſtant, turning round in all Religions, ſuch 
men being all fail are more eaſily toſt about with every 
wind of Doctrine. 


;. Argument to confirm the Anſwer is; That pre- 
tence of better Edification will cauſe endleſs Diviſions 
the Church. This Queſtion doth ſuppoſe that eve- 
yy man muſt judge, and ſo great a part of the World 
ring ignorant and vicious, partial and prejudic'd,, 
alle &, inſincere to themlelves and others, they may 
un from; Teacher to Teacher , from Presbyterian to 
lidependent, from Independent to Anabaptiſt, or (Qua- 
tr, and never ſtop till they come at their Grave to 
ind out better Edification, ever /earning, and never » Tim. z. 7. 
ming to the knowledge of the truth, ever ſecking and 
wer fatisfi'd , till they find the Pattern upon the 
lount, or the new Jeruſalem be come down from 
above, 
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above, till they meet with ſuch a perfet Church, az 
perhaps will never be. here upon earth, till her great 
Maſter comes. | The ignorant will eaſly miſtake, and 
who can know the heart and intention of the fall 
and the hypocrite ? And the Governour hath nothing 
to do here to retrench this liberty, which, as they pre. 
tend, is either born with _ or given them by God, 
At this rate, may not every ſingle perſon be a Church, 
leaving all other Chriſtian Societies, tancying that he 
can better Edifie at home with the workings ot his own 
mind, and ſome pretended infufions of the Spirit, that 
he ſhall better meet with in his privacies and retire. 
ments than in an external and carnal Miniſtry and 
Crowd. When once they have torn the Unity of the 
Church- in pieces, and ſet up their more Edily; 
Meetings, in comes whole ſhoals of Vices, Envy 
Detra&tion , Strife and Emulation, Murmurings and 
Complainings , | Fierceneſs and Wrath , and a great 
number of things more , prejudicial to the ſtate of 
the Kingdom, the intereſt of Families, the good of 
Friendſhip and all civil Converſation, a wonderful Edi 
fication , deſtroying the very ſoul of Chriſtianity, 
The ſame Principles that divide them from this Church, 
will crumble them into endleſs Parties, and every little 
Chip may call it ſelf a Building, and fo deſtroy all 
good Government and Diſcipline, ſo neceſlary to pro- 
pagate and preſerve Chriſtianity in the World. And 
thould1 live to fee that fatal-day, when the Govern- 
ment in our Church ſhould be diſlolv'd, and liberty 
given to cvery man, upon pretence of better Edifics 
tion, to clufe his Paſtour and his Church, ſo many 
Miſchiefs and Contuſions would follow trom it, that 
If therg'was any''\regard ro comman Chriſtianity, 
ſ-nſe of tenjporal happineſs left within their m_ 
the 
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they would too [ate repent their Schiſin, (as'orlec in 4 
reat degree many of them «did) and beg upon: their 
nees, that the Pale of this Government in Church 
might be ſet up again, and they would receive it with 
all its pretended load of Impoſitions, This will cer- 
tainly follow from dividing from the Church, to the 
laughter of Rome, and joy of all the Enemies of our 


Chriſtian Religion. Allchis woald'be avoided if men 
were ſenſible of the hainous nature of Schiſm, which 
, the Apoſtles and all the ancient Chriſtians have painted 
. forth in ſuch black colours, though others think our 
6 Diviſions in the Chureh are no more, than variety of 
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d 
4 What great difcouragement this is to an honeſt 
4 | und eruly Chriſtian Miniſtry, When a Paſtour of 
d | Church ſhall diligently and faichfully, plainly and 
-- devoutly. unfold the Artictes of Faith, and lay down 
Rules for PraCtice, which will certainly bring him to 
of | Heaven, yet his Flock or Charge, one after another, 
1; } Yon pretence of greener Paſtures, greater Knowledge, 
better Elocution, Delivery, Tone, or the like, ry 8 
had elſewhere, ſhall run trom him; will it not cool 
1h his Zeal, check his Labours, and affront his Perſon 
|| | 4d Office ? This may be done to the painful, as well 
5idle, to the judicious and learned, as well as impru- 
And &nt and ignorant Paſtour , where the People ſhall 
lave liberty of Separation for the ſake of Edification, 
The ill effets of this have turn'd upon their own 
view Miniſters, and new Government, and the moſt judi- 
elous among them have ſadly rr ne of it. For- 
merly they Perition'd, for a painful and preaching Mi- 
aſtry, but this pretence of better Edification gives 
&njal to their own requeſt ; ſuch Diſcouragements as 
theſe 
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theſe happening ſeverely ſometimes to the bel of Pa, 
ſtours, as well as the worſt. And they have no curg 
tor this, having put a power into the Peoples hands 
which they cannot recall ; for neither King, Parliament, 
Biſlop,or Swamy can tell them what is Edification {6 
well as themſelves. And are the Paſtours of the Church 
to be fo treated and trifled with,who derive their Offices 
and Authority from God toCommandand Perſwade,to 
Rebuke and Exhort , and have the Charge of Souls 
committed to them, for fancies, peeviſhneſs and hu- 
mour, to be ſcorn'd and diſcountenanc'd, and have their 
Miniſtry rendred uſeleſs, and the Sheep to govern the 
Shepherd ; But what if our Paſtour be idle or remiſs 
in his Duty, or corrupt in his Faith, and tcacheth 
Errour inſtead of ſound Dottrine, and we have no 
means of Edification ? what muſt we do? muſt we 
take in Poyſon for Food ? or not be ted at all ? tobe 
ſure you muſt not run into Schiſmatical Separation 
'tis more tolerable to gotoother Congregations of our 
Communion, that may be irregular, but 'tis not ſchif- 
matical ; but thanks EC to God we have a Govern- 
ment, which upon a juſt and modeſt Complaint, will 
quicken the lazy and negligent , correct the Hereti- 
cal Paſtour, and reſtore to you true Edification. 


That this Diſcourſe may prevail upon ſuch who 
make this Queſtion, I defire to recommend theſe two 
following things, which are very reaſonable, to their 
conſideration, 


t. That it they fancy any Defects in our Govern- 
ment, they ſhould not hence conclude, that they have 
not ſufſicient Edification in the Clinch to fave their 
Souls, It upon a nice {earch and critical enquiry, they 
think, 
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think they have found ſome little Flaws and Defects, 
improper Phraſes, doubtful Senſes, and ſome ſmall 
Omiſlions in the matter of our Prayers and Diſci- 

ine, yet let them not conclude, that theſe can weigh 
in the ballance againſt the black fin ot Schiſin and 
Separation, and all its fad Conſequences, which is ex- 
cus'd by nothing elſe but terms oft communion plainly 
ſinful, Have not Divine Services been accepted , 

hich were leſs perte&t, and came not up to their rule ? 
as is plain in Z{ezetiab's Paſſover, which was not to the 
Puniftcation of the Santtuary , yet the good King's 
Prayer and che weceſſity of the time prevail d with God 
to heal the People, that is, to repute them clean and 
well prepar'd, and their Sacrifice and Devotion 
good. 1s there no Reverence to be paid to the Pi- 
ous Authors of our Service and Reformation, but 
to tell them, they muſt divide from them , were 
they now living ? tor they cannot Edifie under that 
Religion and Government for which they dy'd. 
Is there, or will there ever be any Government in 
the Church, ſo well tram'd and built, but ſome cu- 
rious Surveyor Can lpy out ſome diſproportion or 
ll ſhape, eſpecially it aſſiſted by ill Nature , Emu- 
lation, the Spirit of Pride and Contention , which 
is ever quick ſighted abroad , and blind at home ? 
the difficulty of knowing what is utmoſt perfe- 
Gion, and abſolute p=_ of Adminiſtrations , 
( which, till attain'd, theſe Men think they are not 
to reſt in any wage? ſhould make them judge 
candidly, interpret fairly, and comply with every 
thing, that is not ſinful, to preſerve Peace and 
Love, When Men in the Fag/i/h Church are plain- 
ly taught to believe well, to live well, and to dye 
well, and have good and” proper Offices to ſerve 
D theſe 
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theſe great purpoſes ,- in order to their Salvation , 
what can they deſire more? to be better, or more 
ſav'd, we know not what it means. | To leave ſuch 
a Communion, upon ſuch an account, proceeds trom 
peeviſhneſs, uncharitableneſs , or ſome ill Principle, 
and is down right Schiſm, it ever there was Schiſm 
jn the World, Bring but an honeſt, ſincere and 
teachable mind , and it will find improvement and 
advantage in Offices and. Adminiſtrations fuller of 
ſpots and blemiſhes far than they can pretend to find 
m the Engliſh Church ; but if the mind be hyaſ- 
ſed by a Party , or corrupted: by Deſigns, it its 
Pallate be vitiated, the beſt Food 1s courſe and inſipid 
tO it, 


2.s Let Edification be plac'd in the ſubſtantial 
things of Religion. Some revolt from out Church 
for things wherein the Paſtour is ſolely concern'd, 
and others for things of decency, and indifferer- 
Cy ; but thefe things do not concern the Caſe of 
Edification : That a right Faith, and an honeſt Con- 
verſation, are not taught in our Church, is 'only « 
ſcandal caſt upon her, to plead for their unjuſt S6 
paration. For after ſhe hath plainly and diſtin&tly 
taught the Articles of Faith , - ( as was prov'd be 
fore) with the ſame Spirit and Zeal ſhe com 
mands and preſſes Juſtice, Humility, Mercy, and 
every Virtue that is neceſlary to a true Chriſtian 
Lite, and both under the Penalty of Eternal Dam» 
nation; theſe, and theſe alone, do truly Edifie the 
Souls of Men, as is plain, if we conſider, that 
our Prayers and Sacraments , our Churches Cere- 
monies and Diſcipline, and all other parts in Reli- 
gion are in order to, and miniſter unto Faith _ 
cad, 
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head, that works by love : and the nearer theſe 
approach unto, and the greater ſervice they do 
to this deſign, the greater degree they have 
in Religion, and more value is ſet upon them, 
This is that Religion which aur firſt Parent was 
of in his Paradiſe and innocency ; Noab and his 
Poſterity in their Precepts, and Pious Men in 
different Countries before the Law of Moſes thus 
ſerv'd God, And the ſcape and aim of the Jewifþ 
Law , with its Temple and Utenſils, its Figures 
and Ceremonies , was to diſcipline and teach Men 
) thus to be good, with allowance to the Nature 
| of that People, and the Times they liv'd in. 
And the and moſt knowing Pagans thought 
ſuch a Religion as this would moſt pleaſe God 
who therefore in ſome meaſure did accept it, and 
reward it with greater Diſcoveries, as is plain 
in Cornelius , the Queen of Candaces Treafurer , A**3.+7. 
and others, who having not the Law, were a Law *** '* © 
unto themſelves. In fuch things as theſe the King- 
dom of our Meſlias was to conſiſt , not in Meat rom. 14.19. 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace-and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Such a Religion as this Edi- 
fies in ſo great a degree, that 'tis the only Condi- 
tion and Qualification for the upper World ; where 
( though other great Parts of Religion ſhall dye 
with us ) Rightcouſneſs, Gratitude, Love of God, 
and glorifi'd Beings, and ſuch like Virtues , are 
of an Eternal Nature, ſhall be Ingredients of our 
Happineſs, and ſhall live with us tor ever. What 
can be juſtly requir'd in m_ , to improve 
Mens Souls, that is not found in this? Is it to 
recover the Nature of Man now defac'd ? Righ- 
D 2 teouſneſs 
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ecouſneſs and Goodneſs, proceeding from Faith, 
their root, will make us truly $200. Is it to 
give us a clearer Knowledge and worthy Con. 
ceptions of God ? ſuch a practical Religion as 
this beſt prepares for greater ag rw © » and in 
Scripture ſenſe is knowing of him. Is it Relj. 
gion to love God? the love of God conſiſts ig 
obedience to his Precepts, ſubmiſſion to. his Will, 
and reſignation to his Providence , ' otherwile *tis 
flattery and fondneſs. Is it the deſign of Reli. 

i0n to bleſs Mankind here, and edifie them in their 
Jiifereat relations ? ſuch a Religion as this in our 
Church will do all that, and make the World a 
Paradiſe once more, This will give us the beſt 
charaQter to judge by , whether we ſhall be fav'd 
or no , being the pertetion of all other marks 
and ſignsof ouraſſurance of Life and Glory. , When 
we are ſo Edifi'd and gs. we are certain, 
that we are juſtifi'd and adopted , accepted and 
treated like the Sons of God, that we are in 
Chriſt, and have our wedding Garments on , our 
proper qualifications for the ſtate of Heaven. Such 
an honeſt Principle as this, makes our' Prayers to 
be heard, our Devotions to be regarded, our Hopes 
to be ſtrengthened. This is the great intention 
of Chriſtianity , the Holy of Holys of our Temple, 
and all Religion, Such a Religion as this being 
ſo ſtrongly enjoyn'd and zealouſly taught in our 
Church, no ways diſguis'd by a dreſs of Phraſes, 


' or corrupted into fott and luſhious fences, we 


need not complain for want of the means of 
Grace and Edification ; we need-not croſs the Seas, 
or run, into private corners for it , 'tis nigh us, 
even 


m» a = YT DH FF 71 EIT oO or TOE Tn HS 


a> Xt os 


( 27 ) 
even. at our doors, in the eſtabliſh d Govern- 
ment of the Church of £Eyg/axd. Some uſe to 
fay, that brown Bread and the Goſpel was very 
ood Fare ; but now they are grown as nice , and 
licate' about . Religion. and,Edification ,1 as abqut 
Sawces and Dreſſes. Thanks. be to Gods Lis 2 
knowing Age, I wiſh it was as good. The, 'Cor- 
ruption of it doth not ariſe for want of Know- 
edge and Information ; if it doth, the Cure is 
near , let them value that Church and Govern- 
ment that hath all things in it ſufficient to Mens 
Salvation. Let them not think ſo light of Schiſm , 
and ſpeaking evil of the Rule and Diſcipline in our 
Church, ſo fit and neceſlary to the ny nan of 
Chriſtianity; let them not cry up other Pauls and A» 
polos's ; any other Teachers making Diviſions among 
us than this Church hath allowed for their Edi- 
fication , which is ſo far from Spiritual Edifica- 
tion, that it calls ſuch Men Carnal. For the de-, co. 3. 4 
re of any , other : Nouriſhmegt , 34/de ſuch plain 
Food, is Spiritual Pride and Wantonneſs, and 
they pamper their Fancies, while they ſtarve 
their Judgments. Let us therefore ſtick to ſuch 
i manly Religion, one great part of which is, 
to preſerve Obedience, Peace, and Order, and 
ky -of our Church , that. teacheth it, as the 
Diſciples of its Author ; Thou art he, and we 
ſeek for no other : whither ſhall we go , thou haſt 
the Words of Eternal Life > She hath all things Eybeſ, 12,193 
w ber that are neceſſary for the perfeiling of 
the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
the Edifying of the Body, till we all come in the 
Vity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the 
Sou 
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Son of God, unto a perfett man , unto the me 

4 the Rature, of the fulneſs. of Chriſt. Tha 
uch a. Religion as this in our Church is ple. 
ſing both to God and Man, we have the Tell 
mony of an Apoſtle : Fe that in theſe thi 
ſerveth Chriſt, s acceptable to God, and approvd 
of Men. 


